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Introduction: 


This is a great activity to begin the fifth-grade year. It serves as a comprehensive introduction to the fifth-grade social studies curriculum. Students are introduced to our nation’s capital and the historic monuments and active government buildings that are in use there. Students work in pairs and are assigned a monument or building to research. Using many online resources they are able to become an expert on their topic. As they learn interesting facts they formulate their findings into a dynamic tour-guide speech. They also create a three-dimensional replica to display for the culminating tour event for parents. 

This activity will take about a month to implement, but it is simple to set up and begin. Students will a gain lasting understanding and appreciation for events, documents, and important leaders of the United States of America. It is an experience the students will pull from throughout the year to make connections as they study the history and government of their country. It is also a terrific way to engage students immediately in self-directed learning. Students learn to go above and beyond teacher expectations because they have ownership in their work. It is also a great way to get parents involved in the learning process and help them to see what their children are capable of doing.

Objectives:

· Students will learn more about their country by researching a famous Washington, D.C. monument or government building.
· Students will learn Internet research skills by searching for information about their assigned monument or building.
· Students will go through the writing process to write a tour guide speech that would be interesting for their audience.
· Students will learn how to work cooperatively with a partner to share responsibilities.
· Students will learn public speaking skills by presenting their tour guide speeches to their classmates and parents.
· Students will learn visual art skills by constructing a three-dimensional replica of a monument or government building. 
Standards:

· Nevada State Content Standards and Benchmarks.
Social Studies - Civics

1.5.2

· Identify the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution as written documents that are the foundation of the United States government.
1.5.4

· Describe the operation of representative govern​ment, including the rights of political minorities.
2.5.1

· Identify the three branches of government (as set forth in the U.S. Constitution).
2.5.2

· Name the two houses of the U.S. Congress.
2.5.3

· Identify the powers of the U.S. Congress, such as power to tax, declare war, and impeach the President.
2.5.4

· Identify the duties of the President.
2.5.5

· Identify the Supreme Court as the highest court in the land.
4.5.2

· Name the two major political parties.
5.5.3

· Describe the symbolic importance of the Fourth of July and the Pledge of Allegiance.
5.5.4

· Identify the Bill of Rights.
6.5.3

· Name the three branches of state government.
Social Studies – History

2.5.1

· Ask a historical question and identify resources to be used in research.
2.5.2

· Organize historical information from a variety of sources.
6.5.4

· Identify the events that led to the Declaration of Independence.
6.5.5 

Identify key people of the American Revolu​tion, including:

· George Washington

· Ben Franklin
Reading
2.5.4

 (      Clarify understanding of text by note taking, outlining, completing a graphic organizer, summarizing, and writing a report.
Language Arts

2.5.4

· Clarify understanding of text by note taking, outlining, completing a graphic organizer, summarizing, and writing a report.

5.5.1

· Write informative papers that develop a clear topic with appropriate facts, details, and examples from a variety of sources.

6.5.2

· Organize ideas through activities such as outlining, listing, webbing, and mapping.

6.5.3

· Write paragraphs and compositions with main ideas that are supported by details and state a conclusion.

6.5.4

· Revise compositions to improve the meaning and focus of writing by adding, deleting, clarifying, and rearranging words and sentences.

6.5.5

(      Edit for use of standard English.

6.5.6

· Produce writing with a voice that shows awareness of an intended audience and purpose.

6.5.7

(     Share final drafts with a designated audience.

9.5.2

· Select and use appropriate public speaking techniques such as gestures, facial expressions, posture, speaking rate/pace, and enunciation.

9.5.3

· Give organized reports that demonstrate a clear point of view and incorporate media aids as needed for enhancement.

10.5.2

· Ask and answer questions to clarify or extend ideas.

10.5.3

· Share ideas, opinions, and information with a group, choosing language that communicates messages clearly and effectively.

11.5.1

· Formulate research questions and establish a focus and purpose for inquiry.

11.5.2 

· Select information from multiple resources to answer questions.

11.5.4

· Record information using given note-taking and organizational formats.

11.5.5

· Present research findings using charts, maps, or graphs with written text.

Technology

3.5.3 

· Select information from a variety of remote resources for a research topic or problem exploring hyperlinks.
3.5.7 

· Summarize and share the research process and its outcome.

4.5.1

· Recognize that technological resources include people, information, materials, machines, energy, capital, and time.

4.5.2

· Employ tools and materials to design or develop products or projects.

Visual Arts

· 1.5.3  Create artworks using various media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas.

· 3.5.2  Produce a work of art that demonstrates the ability to convey meaning by integrating subject matter and symbols with ideas.

· 4.5.3  Create  works of art that demonstrate historical and cultural influence.

In-class Student activities

Period One- 60 minutes


Teacher  will introduce students to our nation’s capital by watching a video tour. Show the video Washington, D.C. A Capital Adventure ISBN 0-681-60748-3 This video is part of the Video Visits series. Have students list as many monuments, museums, and government buildings as they hear mentioned. Students can share and compare lists in groups after the video.


Teacher may also want to make a display of books, pictures, portraits, and maps about Washington, D.C. These may be used as resource materials and to spark interest. 


Teacher might direct the class to http://dcpages.ari.net/Hwdc/wdc.html which contains a brief history of Washington, D.C.


Teacher explains some of the basics about our government by drawing a tree on the board showing three branches to represent the Executive Branch, Legislative Branch, and Judicial Branch. As the teacher labels the branches, the buildings in Washington, D.C. should be written next to the branch that correspond, for example, the White House should be written next to the Executive Branch.

Period Two – 45minutes


Teacher explains that the class will be setting up a tour of Washington, D.C. for their parents to come in and see. Expectations are explained. Teacher might make copies of the Washington Report Card handout. Teacher explains that students will become an expert on their monument by researching the Internet to find interesting facts to share. Then they will take what they have learned and write a short tour guide speech. As partners they will each deliver half of the speech. They will also be creating a 3-dimensional replica of the monument. This may be done at home or in class. A poster is also required. They can draw a picture of the monument, portrait of leaders, or any thing else that pertains to their topic. Additional things can be prepared such as postcards, multimedia presentations, displays of documents or objects that would enrich their presentation. These would be considered extra credit.


Students choose or are assigned a partner tour guide. As a pair, the students generate a list of their top three choices for a monument assignment. Students should refer to their list of monuments generated during the video or the teacher could provide a list of  desired monuments. A sample list is provided below.

1. White House

2. Capitol

3. Supreme Court Building

4. Washington Monument

5. Lincoln Memorial

6. Thomas Jefferson Memorial

7.  National Archives

8. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts

9. Library of Congress

10. Bureau of Engraving and Printing

11. Arlington National Cemetery

12. Mount Vernon

13. Smithsonian Institution Museums

14. Ford’s Theater

15. Pentagon

16. Vietnam Veterans Memorial

17. Korean War Veterans Memorial

18. Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo Jima Statue)

19. United States Holocaust Museum

20. Federal Bureau of Investigation (F.B.I.)

Students turn in their choices and teacher makes the final assignment.

Period 3 – 60 minutes


Working in pairs, the students should write down a list of questions they have about their monument. They could also complete a K-W-L.


Students are given time to research and learn about their topic with their partner. They will need access to the Internet to explore the hyperlinks below. Books, encyclopedias, maps, and other resource materials should be available for students to use.

Periods 4 , 5, 6– 60 minutes


Working in pairs, students should continue the research process and then begin writing a rough draft of their speech. The teacher might suggest ways for the students to begin and end their speeches.  An example is provided below.

Opening phrase:


“Welcome to the Washington Monument. My name is Amber and this is Ashley and we are your tour guides for today. The Washington Monument…”

Closing phrase:


“We hope you have enjoyed touring the Washington Monument. We are so pleased you came.  Come back again soon.”


Students should then continue the writing process by revising and editing their work. Final drafts should be turned in for the teacher to evaluate. Then students should copy their speech on to note cards. 

Periods 7, 8 – 60 minutes


After the students have prepared their speeches and learned about their topic, they should begin working on their posters and replicas. Students may also continue this process at home. 

Period 9 –60 minutes (Practice Speeches)


Teacher will ask students to brainstorm a list of do’s and don’ts when making a speech. 


Teacher will then model some of the suggestions on the list making sure to mention how important it is to look at the audience, stand still and confident, and use a strong tour guide voice.


Teacher will then go over the expectations for the oral reports by those presenting and those listening.


Students should then be asked to deliver their speeches (using their note cards if necessary) to their partners, then in front of the whole class.

Period 10 – Tour of Washington, D.C. Parents Invited


The students should be sitting with their partner and have their replica, poster and other objects displayed neatly. Each group will take a turn presenting their speech. After all the groups have finished the parents should be invited to move around the room to look at the displays and ask the students questions about their monument. 

Period 11 – 60 minutes


Celebrate the success of the tour through a class discussion.  Students may write a reflective essay about their experience. Hand out the Washington, D. C. Report Card for each student.

Extended Enrichment:
· Have students write a friendly letter to a friend or relative outside the classroom telling them about their experience and what they learned about our nation’s capital.

· Have students make an ABC book about Washington, D.C.

· Have students video the tour and share with other family members that could not attend.

· Have students display their replicas in the school library.

· Invite a guest speaker to your classroom to talk about D.C.

· Create a class website to celebrate the D.C. tour.

Materials list:

Links to Washington, D.C. monument websites.
· http://www.nps.gov/nama/
· http://dcpages.ari.net/Hwdc/hwdc.html
· http://www.awildorchid.com/monuments.htm
· http://www.kestan.com/travel/dc/dc_index.htm
· http://washingtondcmetroweb.com/
· http://www.tourofdc.org/monuments/
· http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/life/
· http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/
· http://www.ushmm.org/
· http://dcpages.ari.net/Hwdc/wdc.html
· http://www.exploredc.org/index.php
· Poster board, markers, crayons etc.
· Computers for Internet access, and desktop publishing.
· Note cards for speeches.
· Two Sample letters to parents.
· Washington, D.C. Report Card

Evaluation /Assessment:
· Washington, D.C. Report Card
· Students should write a reflective essay on what they learned through their experience. They could also evaluate how well they worked with their partner and what they would do differently next time.
· Grade may be taken for writing, social studies, art, and technology.
· Parents may also be asked to give feedback about what they liked and learned from the tour experience.
· Recognition should be given on both the Washington, D.C. Report Card and orally to those students who went beyond teacher expectations and worked cooperatively with their partner.
