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Introduction: 

              Students are required to spend a great deal of time reading independently both at school and at home to increase reading fluency and comprehension skills. By fifth grade students have been exposed to many books and book series. They may even have a favorite series and author. This activity helps students to make the connections between their favorite books and the individuals that wrote them. This is a valuable connection because it can lead to an increased desire to read, enhanced capability to select appropriate books, and stimulate a student’s desire to write and become an author themselves.

This is a great activity to kick off your reading and writing curriculum. It allows the teacher to quickly take on the role of facilitator as the students become self-directed learners. This project will allow students to research, gather, and share information about their favorite author. It also provides them with the opportunity to use the Internet as a primary source of information. It allows them to go through the entire research process culminating in an oral report to the class which incorporates media. By doing this early on in the year students will get used to being up in front and taking their place as a teacher in a community of learners.
Objectives:

· Students will learn more about their favorite author and teach the class about what they have learned.
· Students will learn Internet research skills by searching for their favorite author’s website and finding other biographical and literary resources online.
· Students will learn about various authors that interest their classmates.
· Students will develop a love for books and reading by learning about the authors who write them.
· Students will have a greater desire to write as they learn about the lives of famous authors.
· Students will gain confidence by presenting their author reports to their peers and answering questions.
· Students will become aware of different children’s authors and books and series that they may want to read independently.
Standards:
2.5.4

· Clarify understanding of text by note taking, outlining, completing a graphic organizer, summarizing, and writing a report.

3.5.8

· Demonstrate an active interest in reading a. read silently daily, b. select books by choice, c. express a preference of authors and books, d. use reading to locate information and solve problems.

6.5.1

· Generate ideas for future writing through activities such as clustering, brainstorming, and listening to and following story models.

6.5.2

· Organize ideas through activities such as outlining, listing, webbing, and mapping.

9.5.2

· Select and use appropriate public speaking techniques such as gestures, facial expressions, posture, speaking rate/pace, and enunciation.

9.5.3

· Give organized reports that demonstrate a clear point of view and incorporate media aids as needed for enhancement.

9.5.4

· Read aloud and recite literary, dramatic, and original works.

10.5.2

· Ask and answer questions to clarify or extend ideas.

10.5.3

· Share ideas, opinions, and information with a group, choosing language that communicates messages clearly and effectively.

11.5.1

· Formulate research questions and establish a focus and purpose for inquiry.

11.5.2 

· Select information from multiple resources to answer questions.

11.5.3

· Give credit for others' ideas, images, and information by listing sources used in research.

11.5.4

· Record information using given note-taking and organizational formats.

11.5.5

· Present research findings using charts, maps, or graphs with written text.

In-class Student activities
Period One – 30 minutes (Anticipatory Set)


Teacher will read aloud a well-loved story to the class. Suggestion: The Cat in the Hat  by Dr. Seuss.

Teacher will ask students how much they know about the man who wrote the book. Teacher could list what the students already know on the board. Then the teacher might ask the students what else they want to learn about Dr. Seuss. Record responses. Teacher will then show students a website about the author, Dr. Seuss. http://www.kidsreads.com/features/010221-seuss/seuss-bio.asp
Teacher will allow students some time to explore the site. Then ask students what additional information they learned about Dr. Seuss. This process could easily be completed as a K-W-L. 

Teacher will then tell the students to be thinking about some of their favorite books and ask students to bring a favorite book to class tomorrow.

Period Two- 30 minutes (Author Selection)


Students will come to class with a favorite book or select one from the class or school library.

Teacher will ask students to name their favorite books. Teacher will generate a list on the board. Teacher will ask students if any  books on the board were written by the same person. The teacher will begin drawing lines connecting book titles by the same author.  The teacher will point out that many authors write many books we enjoy and some books are part of a series.


Have the students work as a group to sort and categorize the books in the classroom library by author.

Teacher will ask students to record the names of the authors on the board. Teacher will then ask students to come up to the board and circle the names of authors that they like or are familiar with. 


Teacher will explain that students will need to choose an author they like and want to learn more about. 


Students will write down the names of three authors they like and turn in the list to their teacher.


Using the lists the teacher will assign the students an author for their report.

Period Three – 60 minutes (Researching the Author)


Teacher will distribute the name of the author the student has been assigned.

Teacher will present the students will the author outline (research collection tool) and project evaluation handouts.

Students will be allowed time to research their author using the Internet and also classroom trade books that have author information. Websites are provided below that have directories of authors and their websites. Students will organize the information they find by category on their outline. These categories include: Introduction, Childhood, Preparation, Family Life, Accomplishments, and Death/Conclusion. There is also a section for the students to record their sources.

Students are encouraged to continue working on this research at home. Links can be set up to the author sites below on the classroom website. Students could also be given a list of websites to take home.

Period Four – 60 minutes (Research and Poster)


Students will continue researching their author and gathering information on their outline. 

Students will begin making an author poster to share what they have learned with the class. This poster should include information about each section on the outline and any other interesting facts the students learned. The poster should be colorful and contain illustrations or pictures of the author and characters or books they have written. Pictures might be drawn by the student or printed off the Internet. 


Students will finish posters at home.

Period Five – 30 minutes (Modeling Oral Presentations)


Teacher will ask students to brainstorm a list of do’s and don’ts when making a presentation to the class. 

Teacher will then model some of the suggestions on the list making sure to mention how important it is to look at the audience, stand still and confident, and  use a strong teacher voice.


Teacher will then go over the expections for the oral reports by those presenting and those listening. 

Period Six – 60 minutes (Oral Presentations)

Students will sign up on the board in the order they would like to present. Teacher might provide some incentives for those students who agree to go first. 

Students will come to the front of the room. Display their poster and book(s) by their favorite author. Students will then share with the class the information and interesting facts they learned about their author by referring to their outline. Students will also read a short excerpt from the book. They will close by answering up to two questions from the audience.

Teacher will evaluate each project while listening to the presentation using the project evaluation handout. Students might also complete a similar self-evaluation handout.

Extended Enrichment:
· Have students write a letter to their favorite author. This website provides a directory of addresses by author. http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/write.asp
· Have students generate a list of titles for their author’s next book. Choose one and make a book cover.

· Have students write a narrative or story that develops a plot or sequence and uses details to describe the setting, characters, and events of the story.
· Have students take an author trivia quiz. Then design their own quiz about their favorite author. http://www.kidsreads.com/funstuff/trivia/author01.asp
· Invite an author to speak to the class.

Materials list:

Author Report Outline

Author Outline Handout

Links to author  websites.
· http://www.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/authors.html
· http://www.wcboe.k12.md.us/mainfold/supportse/reslib/Author.htm
· http://www.carr.org/authco/
· http://www.vigoco.k12.in.us/~fuqael/coolproj/summer2000/author.htm
· http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/authors.asp
Children’s books from classroom or school libraries.
Poster board, markers, crayons etc.
Computers for Internet access, and desktop publishing.
Evaluation /Assessment:
· The teacher will complete a project evaluation handout. Students could use the same document to complete a self-evaluation.

